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Dear <name here>,
42 CFR Part 2 relates to confidentiality of substance use disorder patient records. My understanding is that the patient in question does not have SUD records that are to be disclosed to us. 
Both state (Oklahoma) and Federal law allow for PHI to be made available to us for treatment purposes without a release form. I have included the relevant statutes below for your review. 
US Department of Health & Human Services – HIPAA Privacy Rule
The HIPAA Privacy Rule permits a health care provider to disclose protected health information about an individual, without the individual’s authorization, to another health care provider for that provider’s treatment of the individual. See 45 CFR 164.506 and the definition of “treatment” at 45 CFR 164.501.
Title 43A. Mental Health §43A-1-109. 
Confidential and privileged information - Disclosure.
E. An authorization shall not be required for the following uses and disclosures, but information disclosed pursuant to one of these exceptions must be limited to the minimum amount of information necessary:
1. Disclosure by a health care provider of mental health information necessary to carry out another provider's own treatment, payment, or health care operations. Such disclosures shall be limited to mental health information and shall not include substance abuse information;
 43A OK Stat § 43A-1-109 (2014)

Thank you,
	[image: ]	
Scott Fisher, MHA 
Chief Executive Officer 
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